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The attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the 
documents listed on the attached PTO-1449. One copy of each of these documents is attached. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the issuance of a first 
official action on the merits and expiration of the three month period following the filing date or 
the entry in the national stage for the above-captioned application, but prior to the issuance of 
either a Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution 
in the application. 

The undersigned hereby certifies: 

S That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement 
and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any 
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individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

A translation of the communication from the Japanese Patent Office, along with an 
English language Abstract of the reference cited therein are enclosed to provide the requisite 
statement of relevance for the attached foreign references. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references cited in the attached Form PTO-1449 is made of record therein and 
appear on the first page of any patent to issue therefrom. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-2866 for any fee 
which is deemed by the Patent and Trademark Office to be required to effect consideration of 
this statement. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 



Westerman, Hattori, Daniels & Adrian, llp 




William M. Schertler 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No.: 35,348 
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Applicant(s): Hiroshi KATAKURA 




PTO-1449 








Filing Date: March 9, 2000 


Group Art Unit: 2124 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document No. Name 


Date 


Class Subclass Filing Date 
(If 

appropriate) 




AA 










AB 










AC 










AD 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Translation 
(Yes or No) 




AE 


JP 4340127 


11/26/1992 


Japanese 


Abstract - Yes 




AF 












AG 












AH 












AI 











OTHER DOCUMENTS 





AJ 


Notification of Reasons for Refusal; Japanese Patent Application HEI 1 1-070580; 






Translation of the Office Action mailed July 20, 2004 




AK 




Examiner 




Date Considered 
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